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My Dear Brethren ! 


Aving lately diſperſed among you the Pa- 
foral Letter which, purſuant to the Arch- 
Biſhop's Advice to all the Clergy under 
his Charge, was Publiſhed by ſome Wor- 
thy Miniſters about Bedford and Buckingham. 

] chought I cou'd nor better expreſs my regard to their 

Pious Example, the dire&ion of my Superiours, and the 

good of your Souls; than by following it with ſome par- 

ticular Inſtruions of my own, about the means of ſccu- 
ring your Eternal Salvation, which I hope that Excellent 

Letter has awakened you to a due Senfe of, and Con- 

cern for: 

And this I ſhall do, by offering you ſome ſhort Rutes 
for the ordering your Behaviour. | 


I. Toward God. 

IT. Toward your Governours., 

ITT. Toward your Neighbours, 

IV. Toward your Selves and Families. 


The whole of your behaviour roward God may be 
conſidered under that which we call rhe Worſhip of 
him, and you have been ſo often inſtrufted in the grear 
reaſonableneſs of paying him this, upon the account of 
his Adorable Attributes of power, Wiſdom, Goodneſ*, 
Juſtice, Mercy, Truth, as well as you own derivation 
trom him, and continval dcpendance on him ; tha 
I ſhall ſuppoſe you fully pertuaded of rhe Duty, and 
only endeavcur ro lead you on to the due and acceptable 
pertormance of it. 

Begin then in the Morning as ſoon as you arc up, to 
Adore the Gracious Providence and Mercy of God, for 
havin2 preferyed you from the dangers of the' Night, 
refreſhed you with ſleep, and tor bringing you 10 view 
of another Day; conſider what 1s likely to be the buſt- 
nels of ir, as long as you have it, what dangers of cut- 
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ing it off, or ſuff:ring in ir, you may meer with, and 
what temptations you may be expoſed to; what Evils 
you are to avoid, and whar Good ycu may and ought to 
do; whoſe Welfare and Happineſs you are to pray for, 
as 2 Member of che Catholick Church, and this particu- 
lar. Branch of ir, as a Subje& of this Kingdom, as a Pa- 
renr, Maſter, or Miſtreſs of a Family, Child cr Servant. 

Warm your S3uls with due Apprehenfions of the jnfi- 
nite Power, Wiſdom and Goodnels of God, manifeſted 
11 the Creation and Preſervation of the World ; but e- 
ſpecially affe& your ſelves with a deep fenſe of his inex- 
preſſible Mercy, in ſending his only Son to repair the 
decays of our fallen Nature, and thro' his Meritorious 
Sufferings and all-ſufficient Righreoutneſs, oftering to be 
reconciled to us miſerable Sinners : 

Prepare your Hearts to pray tor this acceptance with 
him, by humble thoughts of your own unworthinels, 
and the confideration of your Saviour's powerful inter- 
cciſion for you ar Gc d's right hand, And then before 
any worldly Cares intrude to divert you, retire by 
your ſelves, and reverently on your Knees, with fericus 
attention and hearty Aﬀettron, perform your Morning 
Devotions. = 

When that is over, remember that you are to avoid 
thoſe Temptaticns you have prayed againſt, and to pra- 
iſe to the utmoſt of your power, thoſe Vertues and 
Graces you have asked tor: Then tollow your Vocation 
and Bufineſs, in Trach and Rizhreoufneſs, 1n which 
whilſt you are honeſtly employ'd, yeu cannot want pro- 
per Macter for Holy Thoughts and Ejaculations: Almoſt 
every thing that occurs co your Obſervacion, will give 
you freſh occaſion to admire the Excellency and Per- 
fetions of the Divine Being, Even the Plow-man and 
Day-labourer has conſtant Obje&ts betoreh 1m, to raiſe 
his Veneration of God, by beholding the Frame and 
Continuance, the Beauty and uſe of his Creatures, from 
the Sun in the Heavens, to rhe Duſt cn the Earth. 

And ſuch a care to turn all chat cccurs in rhe Day, to 
this Religious Uſe, will keep you from a crcud of vain 
and triffing Thoughts, and be the beſt preparation for 
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your Evening-Devotion, which you ought nar to omit the 


performancc of in private, tho' you have Jon's in Fa- 
mily Payer ; for beſides this, you muſt be alone, to re- 
colle& your particular Failings, Paſſions, and Miſcarri- 
ages, what Dangers you have eſcaped, what, good you 
have received, eſpecially as to your Spiritual concerns, 
think of theſe things, and make them the ſubject of 
your ſerious meditation, that ou may diſpoſe your 
Souls to a holy and acceptable offering up of your Even- 
ing-Service and when that duty isover, compoſe your 
ſelves to reſt under the hopes of irs beingaccepred, caſt- 


| 1ng all your Care upon him who  careth for you, and 
| who alone is able to make you ſleep and dwell in 
fafery. 


In the conſtant praftice of theſe private Duties, you 
are to go on to the more ſolemn Exerciſe of your 
Religion in the publick Worſhip of God. To which 
Time and Place are ſo neceſſary, and they are fo well 
provided for by the Excellent Order of our Church, 
rhar I cannor doubt bur you approve the Appointment : 
And tho' to the ſorrow of all good Men, Piety and De- 
yotion are fallen ſo low, that we cannor prevail on the 
generality of People to ſpare ſo mych time from their 
Worldly Aﬀairs, which yer conſtantly necd the Blel- 
ſing of God, as to joyn in his Worſhip the Weeks, of 
Lent, and thoſe few Holy-days we have in the Year: And 
tho' we can much leſs hope to. perſuade them to a 
daily arrendance on the Service of the Church; yet it is 
much to be wiſhed, chey wou'd be induced to be more 
frequently at ir, and I will hope that of you, both in 
order to the better ſucceſs of your temporal Concerns, 
and the better preparing your ſelves, for a due ob- 
ſervance of the Lord's Day, which is ſo ſmall a pars cf 
your time, thar the Profanarion of it will be the grea- 
ter Reproach, and a higher Contempt of thoſe Law's 
both of God and Man, which require 1t to be kept Hy. 
Thar you may ſo keep it, do not over-burdcn ycur 
ſelves with buſineſs on the Saturday- Nighr, bur get a 
lictle more than ordinary leifure for your Evening-Me- 
dtations and Prayers, and go to your reſt in gocd 
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time, that you may be the better enabled to be earl 

in the Duties of che approaching Day ; begin 1t with 
grateful refleftions upon the Creation and Redemption 
of the World, che Fruits and Benefits of our Saviour's 
Reſurre&ion to all faithful Chriſtians, of which this 
Day is defigned for a weekly Commemoration, and let 
rheſe thoughts enlarge your Private Devotion. When 
rhar is perfcorm'd, and the neceſſary affairs of your 
Family are put in. Order, fer your Children and Ser- 


vants to Reading the Holy Scriptures, the whole Duty of 


Man, or ſome other good Book to diſpoſe them be 
rhe more ſerious at Church ; and then go with them 
rhicher, that you may be all there ar the beginning of 
Divine Service. Leave all your Worldly Cares and 
Thoughts behind, and carry no Dogs with you to the 
defiling of that Holy place, or the diſturbance of the 
Congregation. When you enter into the Church hum- 
bly on your knees adore that God, into whoſe more imme- 
diate Preſence you come : Offer your hearty thanks for 
the bleiſing of anocher Opportunity of making your 
Pablick Addrefles ro him; bez that his Grace may ac- 
company your Prayers, and ſo affiſt your Miniſter 1n 
the diſcharge of his Office, that it may be to the be- 
nefr of all the Congregation. Joyn in the Confeſſin, 
Lord's Prayer, Creed, and the ſhort Suffrages as the Ru- 
brick dire&s in a grave and reverent manner, 'not 
wich an over-loud voice, but ſo as to be convemently 
heard; do not repeat the Abſo/ution which belonzs to 
the Miniſter only, bur harken attentively to ir, and 
ſilently joyn 1n the Petition, for Repenrance at the end 
of it. Let your Thoughts rather than your Voice go 
along with your Miniſter in the other ColleFs, bur be 
ſure to avoid being heard repeating before him, to the 
intzrruption of your Neighbour's Devotion, and per- 
haps: rhe hinderance of your Miniſter too; do nothing 
, £9 be greatly obſerv'd, but he an Example only-of mo- 
_ deft and humble attention, maintaining a conſtant ſeri- 
- ouſneſs rhro* every part of the Service, withour affeRa- 
tion, Shur cur. as much as is p5ſfible, all wandring 
Thou3hts, and ro that end take care to ayoid all wan- 
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dring behaviour; do not look our for occaſion to make 
Salurations, nor give any 1n the time of your Prayers ; 
let it not be your buſineſs ro obſerve who come int 
che Church, nor what dreſs they have on; never allow 
your ſelf in idle gazing abour, or needleſs whiſpering 
to any z nor on the other hand give way to ſupinenels 
and ſleep : Bur conſider who ic is you are preſented 
before, and what buſineſs you are aſſembled about, 
Remember that God, and his Holy Angels obſerve you, 
and that your Eternal Welfare is the matrer in hand. 
Think how hard it is with all your care - ro keep | 
your Souls in that Frame they ſhou'd be, and how much 
therefore it ſtands you in ſtead, to take all - that you 
can, and render rheſe approaches to Gcd'as efteRu- 
al as poſſible, to thoſe Excellent Ends, for which you 
are required tO make them. | 

When the Publick Worſhip of the Day isendedin 
this regular manner, take care that the reſt of the time 
be 1imploy'd in the things thar are ſuitable to ir, ſuch as 
the Offices of Charity, wherher by Alms, or viſiting the 
Sick, or thoſe who want your Comfort,” Advice, or Re- 
proof ; endeavouring that all your Converſation with 
others on this Day efpecially, may rend to their 1m- 
provement in ſome Chriſtian Grace and Knowledze or 
other. Let there be Reading 1n your Families in the 
Evening, as was adviſed in the Morning, and let an ac- 
count be taken of what has been read and heard thar 
Day, rhat both Readers and Hearers may be the better 
for it, and ler a Prayer for the Bleſſing of God up2n 
the whole, be added to the Evening Devorion that 1s 
to concjude this Day. 

Bur over and above the conſtant Duties up2n the or- 
dinary returns of rhis Day ; the Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper appointed to be had upon ſome Sun- 
days and other Solemn Days, as it 1s alway, upon the 
three great Feſtivals, of Chriſtmas-Day, Eaſter -Sundayand 
Whit- Sunday, in memery of our Blefled, Savicur's Nati- 
vity, ReſurreFion, and the coming of the Holy-Ghoft, and 
therefore againſt theſe, a greater preparation is requt- 
red: In order to their being duly obſery'd ſome time 
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muſt be ſer apart before, for a ſtri& examination of 


your Hearts and Lives, for the Humble Confeſſion of 


your Sins, and Expreſſion of Sorrow for them, for im- 
ploring the Mercy of God in the Pardon of them, and 
tor ſerling your reſolutions of forſaking them. For 
theſe .Ends you ought to read over by your ſelves the 
Plalms, Leſſons, Epiſtles, and Goſpels, on thoſe Solemn 
Occaſions, which. will raiſe in your Minds due appre- 


'henſtons of thoſe grear things God has wrought far 


your Souls, and furniſh you with Meditations ſuitable to 
the work you are. going abour, ſuch as will make it a 
Bleſſing to you. Whar I have here adviſed, abour 
your reading part of the Divine Service at home, upon 
cheſe particular Occaſions, is uſeful to be praiſed upon 
all other Opportunities, as you can never hope to put 
up your Prayers 18 Publick, or hear the Word of God at 
any time to fo good an Effet, as when you have confider- 
ed before-hand what it 1s you are to hear, and pray for. 

And for your further help in theſe matrers, I referr 
you ro ſome of thoſe Excellent Diſcourſes that have 
been Publiſhed abour the Holy Communion and other 


Religious Duties, which you eirher have by you, or may 
upon eafiererms be ſupply'd. with; And God grant you 


may take care tO fix them well in your Minds, and fol- 
low rhofe Pious. Direftions, with that Seriouſneſs and 


 AﬀeFion which become Chriſtans convinced of the va- 


lue of their Immortal Souls, and the reaſonableneſs of 


 piving all diligence to make their Calling and Ele&ion 


ſure, by a devour Application of themſelves, co all the 
parts of rheir Religion, thar are fer before them, as means 


' ro ir, or pledges of it : Always remembring, thar rhe 


end of Religion, is ro make you better in the whole 
courſe of your, Lives and ro dirett your 'behaviour in 
every Rearion 1N which you ftand in this World ; as [ 
am to ſhew you in the nexr place how it1s to be ordered. 
2, Towards your Governgurs ; and here I muſt begin 
with the King who 15 your. Supreme Governour upon 
Earch, borh. in Church and State, co whom I hope you 
will not bethe leſs dutiful, either for thoſe civil difſen- 
ſons that have been amoneſt-us ſince His reigning over 
Eo / us 


» 


| — PEN es cos 
, oc ———” « 8 ay 


; ("PF 
us, or for the impoſition of Taxes that have been upon us. 
Differences about CivilObedience have been in all Reigns, 
and I fear always will be, as we cannor expe, that all 
Men ſhould' either be of honeſt Deſigns, or of good Un- 
derſtanding in the grounds and narure of Government; 
rho” it 15 to be wiſhed thar all Engliſh-men, were in the - 
frame of their own, for then they wou'd 'value their 
happineſs in living under ſo excellent a Conſtirution as 
this, and fo-good a Preſerver of it as His Majeſty is. 

God is the Supreme Governor of the whole World, and 
all che Powers on Earch have ever been, and' ſtill are, 


' either by his atual Appointment, or over-ruling Provi- 
 dence,and to either of theſe kinds of Powers,Submiffion 


is due ſor his ſake, 1 Pet. 2. 13. and by his Command, 


Rom. 13. ( and Prayers are to be put up for them ) 
that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all. Godlinejs 


and Honeſty, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. And agreeable to this are the 
Laws of this Kingdom, 11 Hen. VIl. and the particular 
Dodrine of this Church, (1 Hom. againſt Rebellion) 


. which ought 1n all reaſon to filence the difpures of Pri- 


yate People abour the Titles of Princes, which they are 


- not fit Judgesof, and can come to no ſatisfation abour; 


if they will not p14 in the dererminatica of thoſe 
ro whom the Conſideration cf ſuch rhings belong, as en- 


truſted with the care and good of the whole.. As licele 
. reaſon there is to be uneafy under the Government, 


upon the account of the Taxes, which have bcen laid up- 
on you by the free act of rthote that reprefenred you 1n 
Parltament, and are art all times more er leſs necefſary 
ta all Governments, bur ſometimes the Publick Saterty 
cannot be maintain'd wirhout a great increaſe of the 
uſual Burden, which yet is light 1n compariſon of the 
Miſchiets that would otherwiſe follow. And if you, 


: Whoprofeſs to love your Country, and. this .Church of 


which you are Members, did impartially conſider, in 
how much worſe a condition both wou'd have been, 
had not His Majeſty undertaken and gone thro' all thar 
he has done for us, and had-nor this charge been up- 


. On us; . you would ee reaſon to bleſs God for having 


delivered you our of all your fears, ar ſo lictle expence. 
inſtead of murmuring at what you have born, which is 
now 
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now wearing off, and from the occaſion of which, while 
ic. was at the higheſt, many parts of the Nation, and this 
among orhers receiv'd an advantage : But take things at 
the worſt, what proportion does that part of your pre- 
ſenr Revenue, which ou have paid ro the ſupport of 
the War, that is now 10 happily ended, bear to the ſeiz- 
ing your Eſtates, the loſs of your Liberties, and the 
hazard at leaſt of your Lives for the ſake- of Religion, 
and your keeping to a good Conſcience ? All theſe things 
you know were greatly apprehended by the generality 
of the Nation, and not without evident reaſon. Nor 
cou'd wehave eſcaped in any Humane appearance, thoſe 
ſad Perſecutions under which many of a Neighbouring 
Nation have. groaned, if God had not raiſed up the 
King to protect us, and diſpoſed the Body of the People 
to ſtand by him, till he accompliſhed the Peace. Since 
then ſo much has been wrought for you, and you ſee 
the fruits of your labour and charge in being ſettled in 
ſafery, defended in your Religion, and Governed by 
Laws of-your own ; I cannot but hope you will. make 
His Majeſty's Government eaſy by paying him that Ho- 
nour, his Aticns for you, have procured him abroad, 
and doing what in you lies, to make his endeavours of 
promoting Piery and Virtue at home ſo proſperous and 
effeua!, rhar there may be ſome ground to hope for the 
continuance of thar Peace, which under God we owe to 
his Valour and Care. And unleſs you'do this, there 1s 
reaſon to fear the Attempts which our Adverfaries of 
rhe Romiſh Superſtition are ſtill making upon us, who 
will take advantage of all your Diſcontents, neglefts of 
God's Worſhip, and other Immorrtalictes, to lead you into 
2 more ſervile Subjeftion, a more formal way of Religi- 
on, and eafier hopes of Pardon for Sin, all which will be 
your undoing, For the better prevention of this, let 
me adviſe you in the next place, ro Obey them that have 
rhe Spiritual Rule among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admoniſh you, and to-efteem them very highly in love for 
their work's ſake, inaſmuch. as tvey watch for your Souls. 
As the Biſhop under whoſe Inſpedtion you live, and the 
Miniſter to whom he has commurted che particular Care of 
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you, and let it not"offend you that I pur my ſelf among 
your Governours, which Ido nor, as pretending to have 
dominion over your Faith, bur as defiring ro be a Helper of 
your Foy, And this I cannot better promote, than by recom- 
mending to yu a ſincere regard of him, whois to Pra 
for you, and inſtru& you in the Goſpel of Chriſt, who 
15 to adminiſter rhoſe Sacraments ro you, from which 
you hope for Salvation, and to direft, affift and comfort 
you upon the Bed of Sickneſs, and at the Hour of Death. 
Sure you need nor be perſuaded to do Juſticeat leaſt to 
a Perſon in this Office among you, nor defired not to 
think the worſe of me forExhorting you to pay him his 
Due, without difficulty, or tempting him to go to Law 
for that maintenance without which he cannot do his 
Duty among you, and which he cannor recover this way, 
without drawing ſome prejudice upon h13 Holy Vocari- 
on. Confider this for your own as well as his ſake, and 
prevent the many Evils which muſt follow your endea- 
vouring to defraud him of what is as much his Right, as 
any thing elſe is your own. Be ſo far from this, as to 
make a him convenient allowance over and above 
what he can claim as a Debt, if your Lot ſhou'd fall in a 
Pariſh, where very ſmall Legal Proviſion is made, as it is 
even to the requiring your pity in moſt Market-Towns, 
When this is your Caſe, folluw the Example of London, 
which among other marks of its Glory 1s to be praiſed 
for this, rhar ir provides a decent ſupport for thoſe 
Miniſters that labour among them, and by that means 
is furniſhed with ſuch, as every way deſerve their re- 
ward. Let another parc of your ſupporting your Mi- 
niſter be the care of his Reputation, which cannot be 
leflened, but you will alſo be ſufferers by it, and in the 
more honour he 1s, the more good he will be able co 
- do you. Of this all Religions have ever been ſenſible, 
and ir wou'd therefore be the greateſt reproach of our 
Church, if her Members ſhould ſtand by rhemſelves, in 
ſinking, or ſo much as negleting the Credit of thoſe 
who are to officiate among them 1n things pertaining to 
God. Shou'd you be ſo unfortunate as to live under a 
Mimfter, who did not walk zccording to his Charaeer, 
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ſhew your concern by a friendly telling him of it alone 
with Meckneſs and Fear ; if he does not reform upon 
this, take two or three Witneſſes with you that are ſo- 
ber and ſerious, and if notwithſtanding all this, he per- 
fiſts in his courſe, acquaint his Governours with it in a 
regular manner, and defire their Cure of ſuch an Offence. 
All good Men -f the Order will commend you for this, 
it you do not in the mean time ſhew a Prejudice to the 
Dottrine he reaches, and carry your diſlike of his perſo- 
nal Condu& to the Office he bears, and all thoſe that 
aft in the ſame, ; 

This wou'd be very unreaſonable, conſidering he is a 
Man like your ſelyes, and perhaps of greater infirmities, 
which do nor really lefſen the butineſs that is committed 
unto him. And 1 wou'd be very unjuſt to form a 
judgment of the reſt of his Profeſſion from him ; ſince 
no other Order of Men do think themſelves fairly repre- 
ſented from the private miſcarriages of fome particular 
Perſons among them. Conſider the end of your Miniſter's 
buſineſs, and you will never treat him to the hindrance 
of that, nor give others encouragement to deſpiſe his 
Commithon, becauſe he does not always diſcharge it, in 
rhat manner he ſhou'd, but you will preſerve his Autho- 
rity by all Charitable covering or excufing his Faults, 
that ſome good may come of 1t ro you and your Neigh- 
bours,  cho' he thou'd nor happen to be the berter for it 
himſeif. And fol preceed to the next parr of my Ad- 
vice, which concerns your Behaviour. 

3- Toward your Neighbours, under which CharaGter, 
you are to treat all thoſe whom the Providence ot God 
ſhall ar any rime bring in your way, as far as the Offices 
of Humanity and- Chriſtian Charity go; but you are 
more eſpecially ro look upon as your Neighbours-thoſe 
who live near you, in che ſame Pariſh, or with whom 
you have frequent intercourſe in the Aﬀairs of your 
Life ; rowards whom that you may condu& your ſelves 
as you oughr, you muſt in the firſt Place, ſtudy to be 
quter, and to do your own Buſineſs, as the beſt means * 

of keeping you from doing Evil, and enabling you oy 2 


(13 
Good to thoſe abour you and that you may be ſtill the 
ſurer to do no Evil to them, take care not to think any 
of them, beyond the plain evidence of Things, and never 
allow your ſelves to aggravate that. Speak evil, of no 
Man, how juſtly ſoever, but when a good and charitable, 
and almoſt indiſpenſable Occaſion requires it. Bear 
little Injuries,and do nor return Evil for the greateſt, be- 
yond the neceffity of a juſt Defence; give no heed to 
Tale-bearers, or Buſy-bodies in other Mens Matters, but - 
diſcourage as much as you can, all invidious Whiſperings 
and Backbitings ; to be ſure repeat none to the kindling 
of Strife, but quenchall che ſparks of ir, where-ever you 
find they ariſe, and heal what Breaches ycu can, by 1oft- 
ning things on both Sides, and working the diſpleaſed 
Parties to a Temper of Love and Reconciliation, Diſpoſe 
all you Converſe with, to do juſtly by one another, and 
do juſtly by all Men your ſelves, thar you may neither 
give occaſion to Quarrels, nor ſuffer any to begin, where 
you can poffibly prevent ic. Give the Labourer his Hire, 
and pay all, whar by any kind of Right becomes their 
due, defraud no Man, do wrons to none, cither 1n their 
Eſtates, Relations, or Names; bur do unto all Men, as you 
wou'd they ſhou'd do unto you, giving none any juſt rea- 
ſon ro complain of you. If it be poſſible, as much as lieth 
in you live peaceably with all Men. But let not your fear of 
offending, hinder ycu from giving any of your Brethren a 
neceſſary Reproot in a Chriſtian way, or from bringing 
him co Puniſhment, if he will not be reclaim'd by kind 
Admonirtion: Be not afraid of being call'd Informers, 
when the Eternal Good of your Neighbours that are 
Faulty, and the Peace and Comfort and Verrue of thoſe 
that are innocent are nearly concern'd; ſome Vices are 
not to be born, and their going without any reſtraint will 
ſpread the InteQion; diſcover and convict thote that are 
' guilty of ſuch, as you wou'd a Thiet or Murderer in 
whole Neighbourhocd, you cannot be fate. If a Man 
indeed be overtaken in a fault, reſtore ſuch a one \ in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, conſr.tering your ſelves left you alſo be 
tempted. Bur ſuffer nor the Holy N.me of God to be 
Blaſphemed, or boldly Protancd in your preſence, with- 
| Out 
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out expreſſing your juſt diſlike and abhorrence of it ; by 
ſuch Reprehenſions, as the Circumſtances of Places and 
Perſons will bear, and Accufing thoſe to the Magiſtrate, as 
will not be ſo corretted : Nor let the Adulterer, or Whore- 


monger go on without due Cenſure, for ſuch Horrid and 


miſchievous Sins, only take care your Complaints of this 
kind proceed not from private Refentments, but from a 
Concern for the Honour of God, and the good of your 
Neighbours. And that this may appear unto all, abſtain 
ſtrictly from all thoſe Faults you pretend to difcourage 
in others, and be conſtant Examples of thoſe Virtues 

on wou'd recommend ; let your whole Converſation be 
ſuch as becometh rhe Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſtrive to 
adorn rhe Dodrine of our Saviour inall Things that you 
ſay or do. Take particular care to give thoſe you have 
Anſwered for in Baptiſm, good 1mpreffions of it, that 
they may be led ro'the faithful Performance of their 


own Yows, by obſerving your Conſcientious Diſcharge of | 


yours, and your more eſpecial Concern to make thoſe 
Religious who do more immediately - belong to you ; 
which brings me to the laſt Advice I propoſed touching: 

4. Your Behaviour toward your ſelves and Families. 
As to what touches your ſelves, 1o much of it has natural- 
ly fallet under the foregoing Heads that I ſhall here re- 
commend to you, the chict only of thoſe perſonal Virtues, 
without which you can never be ſure of diſcharging 
yeur other Duties, I mean Humility, Temperance, and Di- 
| tigence. Have always ſober and modeſt Thoughts of your 
ſelves, that you may not be Tempted to meddle with 
things that are roo high for you, nor ro withhold your 
Obedience from thoſe to whom 1t 1s due, bur may 
walk with-all lowlineſs and meckne3s,obſerving che Rules 
of rhe place where you live. And that you may not be 
ſuddenly carried away into rhe Tranſgreſſion of any of 
the Laws you are under, take care tobe Temperate in all 
rjungs, in drink particulary, that you do nor drown your 
Reiſon, and tranfport your ſelves 1nto furtous and un- 
manly Paffions ; befides the Sin of this Exceſs, ir expo- 
fes you to all other follics, and dangers of ſevera] kinds, 
to the hazard of Quarrels and whatever miſchiets may 
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follow from them; the Evil conf uences of drunk- 


ennefs, are roo many to be here infiſted upon, it impairs 


the health of the Body, ſullies the Repurarion,: waſtes 
the Fortune, obſtrufts Buſineſs, and is all theſe, and 
many other ways prejudicial co the Souls of Men : 
Avoid it therefore by all means, and Idleneſs as a pgrear 
occaſion of ir; every Man has enough to do, if he will 
but think of ir, without his miſpending his Money and 
Time. Be diligent therefore in your Callings, that you 
may ſhut out all ſuch diſorders, and may have to give 
to all that need without wronging your Family, who 
are to ſtand firſt in your Care. If you are ih Wedlock, 
be ſure that the Vows of Marriage be ſtriftly obſerved, 
and thar that Holy State be rendered as Comfortable 
as mutual Fidelity and Kindneſs with Religion can make 
ir, and nothing can make you happter in this World or 
put you into a better condition for the nexr, than 
2 concurrence of theſe. Your Children are ro have the 
next place in your Thoughts, and let them have as 
much of your Company as you can, no body elſe 
being either ſo well affefted towards them, or having 
ſuch a concern in their behaving themſelves as they 
ſhould. Engage them by all the' Methods of Prudent 
Kindneſs to love you, that you may have a fuller Au- 
thoriry with them, which you are always to uſe for 
their good: Take all the fair occafions of inſtrufting 
them with that ſweerneſs of Temper, as may encourage 
their further enquiries to the increaſe of their Knowledge ; 
lay the Foundation of their improvements this way, in 
giving them as they are capable of it, right and worrhy 
Notions of God, his Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs ; 
poſſeſs them with an early ſenſe of his ur being over 
them in every place, of his approving all their good 
ARions, and obſerving with diſpleaſure their bad. That 
ſo they may always think of him with Fear, and ſpeak 
of him with Honour; Repreſent to them the ſarisfaRion 
and glory thart arrends Piery and Verrue at preſent, as 
well as the infinite Reward they will mcer witty here- 
after; on the other hand, ſhew them che Trouble and 
Shame chat follows a ſinful courſe of Life in rhis World. 
and 
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-and the dreadful conſequences of it in the next, For their 
Confirmation 1n theſe rhings, let them be taught as ſoon 
as they are able to learn, 'the nature of the Vow made 
in their Baptiſm, and the other principles of Religion, 
2s they are Jaid down 1n the Catechiſm, thar ar fir age 
they may take it upon themſelves, and receive the bleſ- 
fing of God by the Biſhop to eſtabliſh them in ir. Give 
them inall things as good an Education as your condition 
will bear, and breed them up ro ſuch Employments as 
are ſuitable ro your Circumſtances, their Capacity and 
Inclinations : While they are in your Houſe teach them, 
ro be. obedient to their Parents, and ler nothing irre- 

gular appear in your own condudts, to leflen your Autho- 
rity with them. Uſe them toa great modeſty of beha- 
viour toward all Men, eſpecially toward their Superiours 

et any kind, and never ſuffer them to jeſt or ſcoff at 
the Age, Weakneſs, Infirmities, or Poverty of any; bur 
reach them compaſſion in all theſe Caſes, and often 
make them the diſtributers of your Charity, to thoſe 
that want. Accuſtom them to what is Ingenious and 
Manly, and to moderate hardſhip, that they may ne- 
ver decline thro' ſoftneſs, whar 1s fir for them to de. 
-Ger the beſt Companions tor them you can, that they 

be nor corrupted by thoſe that come to divert them : 
And the better to ſecure them againſt this, Watch over 
rheir Pafſions, thar 1n particular which you find moſt 
predominant 1n them, and rather lead it off another 
way, than ſer your ſelf diretly againſt ir, unleſs when 
it has actually” broke out into fome Exceſs; and then 
you muſt come to Correttion, but with ſuch Mildneſs 
and Gravity, that they may be ſenſible it proceeds not 
from any Humour, or Oy Anger 1n yon, but from 
calm judzment, and tenderneſs for them, which is to be 
ſhe.vn by continuing a prudent diſpleaſure, till you ſee 
they begin-ro amend. © When by this care you have 
broughr them into the World with all che advantage 
you can ; provide for their Marriage 1n a way agreeable 
£5 them, making the Vercue, and 1uitable temper of the 
Perſons the Chiet ground of your Choice, including al- 
wavs an a2reement of Opinion about the: Worſhip 4 
| God, 
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God, without which the peace and unicy of Wedlock can 
ſcarce be maintain'd, nor the Children of ir, brought up 
in that regular way of Religion, which their welfate 
requires: Bur in the diſpoſal of your Children this 
way, never force them againſt their declared Inclinari- 
ons, nor oppoſe theirs to the utmoſt, bur-when they are 
yery unreaſonable indeed, and plainly deſtruQtive. After, 
and with your Children , your Servants muſt be alſo 
ontblired as parr of your Charge, and have all the 
opporruniries and means of Religion thar have been pro- 
poſed for the others ; reſpe& being had to rheir different 
Relation, and  Bufineſs.” But tho! the Service they do 
you is'part' of their Duty ro God, yer you muſt nor ler 
ir ſo.engrofs all their time, as to leave'them none, or 
bur:lictle for that which is properly fo. It 1s your Ad- 
vantage as much as Duty, to have them Religious ; for 
befides the Comforts you will have in making them ſo, 
1t will. engage them ro be more faithful ro you in the 
diſcharge of their Truſt. And their being made ſenfi- 
ble thar'they are to give an Account hereafter of . their 
behaviour here, will, make them ſerve you, ' not with 
Eye-ſervice as Men-pleaſers, but with ſinglenefs of Heare 
fearing God. Charge them therefore to be conſtant in 
their Morning and Evening-Devotions, and keep them to 
-a Religious cbſervance' of the Lord's day, - according to 
. the Advice I gave you above. Encourage their Learn- 
ing/to Read and Write, and allow chem a convenient 
rime for it : Exhort them to ſpend theit fpare Hours in 
the plaineſt part of the Holy Scripture,” "and in other 
good Books, that they may underſtand their Religion, 
and having been Confirmed1n it by the Biſhop, may be 
further prepared to receive the Sacrament of the Lotd's 
Supper. Caution them againſt all Evil Company, eſpE- 
cially ſuch as have formerly been Servants, and are now 
Idle and Diflolure ; becauſe rhey above others will en- 
devour to ſpoil them, and make them ſuch as rhent- 
ſelves, Tempting them to Lye and Swear, and it mi 
be to Steal, and go on in ſach ways of Dcſtrufticn. 
That you may the better keep your Servants in their 
Dury, make them love you, by wing them well ies 
B Cther 
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ether reſpeds,. providing things neceſſary for them, and 
punttually paying them their Wages, treating them with 
gentleneſs upon little Miſcarriages, and forbearing 
threatning wirhour great cccafion, remembring that 'you 
your ſelves have a Maſter 1n:Heaven. | Let both your 
Children and rhem ſee thar you think often upon Hen 
and treat his Name, and whatever belongs ro:h1m; with 
that Reverence. you require of them : Gonvince-them 
by a ſerious. behaviour t A that you Endeavour 
to ſhew them the Way ih which you would haye them 
ro go, by walking ftedfaſtly an it your. ſelves, arid beg 
the Bleſſing: of God upon all:that. yon do, as well-in/your 
private as "your Family-Prayers,. which-for the ſake of 
your ſelves, your:Children, and Servants, yourare-to: be 
regular 1n, cat you may preſerve this Dury.of owning 
your common dependance on,Ged; from rhe hazard of 
being omitted; by. being lefr at uncertainty that you 
may at ſuch time, fee your Family: together, atid uſe 
them to order,-.and have .oppoftunity. of grving them 
any common inſtructions, when their united /Devortions 
have prepared them to receive it with the purer affeQi- 
on. Theſe and many more Adyantages there are 1n 
. keeping vp Family-Prayers, for which you may be pro- 
' vided by ſome proper ColleAs our of theCommon-Prayer- 
Book, or other Books pur out for that-purpoſe. What. 
ever Prayers:you take, I befecch Gcd to-bleſs you in the 
-ufe of them, and that I may nor feem td. be wholly 
wanting to your Afﬀiſtance 1n this matter I haveſubjoyn- 
ed to this Lerter two or three Forms, which with very 
little alteration may ſerve for Private, or Family-Prayers 
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A Morning Prayer. 


[ip roms and mo$ merciful God ! I adore thy Infinite 


Majefly ; and beg leave to offer my mot humble 
Thanks for thy great goodneſs towards, me, from the firſt Me- 
ment of. my Being to this very Minute : For that thou haſt 
been graciouſly pleaſed to watch over me this Night, and bring 


ne ſafe tothe beginning of this Day. Grant that the conſa- 


deratin of thy great Mercy towards me, may work in me 4a 


. thankful difpoſition of Mind, and that a due ſenſe of my own 


unworthineſs of ſuch undeſerved Favours may lead me to a 


fmncere and ſpeedy Repentance, acceptably expreſ'd by Refor- 


mation aud Amendment, that I may forſake, as well as con- 


 feſs my Sins, - and be effeftually prevail'd on by all the ſweet 


and powerful Mitives of my Holy Religion, to deny all ungod- 
line/$ and worldly Lufls, and to live godlily, righteouſly and 
ſoberly in this corrupt and ſinful World, with the well-ground- 


ed Hopes and Expe#ations of a Glorious Inheritance hereafter 


with the Sons of Light. 

Let thy Holy Spirit in all things dire& and rule my Heart, 
fortifie my Soul with thy Heavenly Grace againſt thoſe Sins 
and Paſſions to which I am maſt exposd; cleanſe me from my 
ſecret Faults, and grant that preſumptuo1s Sins may never 
have dominion over me. Keep me ever mindful of thy Pre- 
ſence, of the ſhortne(s and uncertainty of my Life, and of the 
gre:t Dy of Accounts; that T may be evermire watchful 
and circumſpe# in my ways, that I offend not Thee, my Good 
God, wrong my Neighbour, or injure my own Soul in Thought, 
Word, or Deed. Endue me with an humble Reſignation of my 
Will and A4ffefions to thy Divine diſp)ſal, and fit me for 
every State and alteration of Condition, that thou thro" thy 
good Providence ſhalt be pleaſed to call me-to,more eſpecially 
for the Hour of Death, and the Day of Judgment. Make me 
evermore t2 love what thou doſt Command, and heartily to 
defire a participation of thy heavenly Promiſes, that {4 among 
all the vcrious changes of this frail State, my Heart may 
there be ſurely fix'd where true Joys are to be found. 

In Mercy be pleaſed, O Lord, to hear, and accept my hum- 
ble Prayers for the while Race of Mankind, for all Chriftion 
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Chtarches, more eſpecially for this whereof 1 am an unworthy 
Member. For the Preſervation, long Life, and Happineſs of 
our King, for thy Bleſſing on the Royal Family, and all in 
Autiority under his Sacred Majeſty, both in Church and State, 
for all the Minifters of thy Holy Word and Sacraments, more 
epecially for him to whoſe care my Soul is committed, that 
they may all of them in their ſeveral Stations be Influenc'd by 
thy Druine Grace in all their Ations and Undertakings, aud 
in the whole Courſe of their Lives conſult and promote thy Glo- 
ry, the Honour and Flouriſhing State of thy Church, the en- 
couragement of Piety and Vertue, the Happineſs of- this 
Kingdom and the Eternal Salvation of their own Souls. 
Let thy Bleſſings deſcend on my Friends and Relations, 
reward all their Kindneſs to me a Thouſand fold. Convert 
and pardon my Enemies. Bleſs me in my Buſineſs and Em- 
playment this Day, that I may diſcharge my ſelf: uprightly, 
and inoffenſrvely toward thee my God, and all Mankind. : Pre- 
ſerve me from all evil Temptations and Dangers, furniſh my 
Thoughts with ſuch Holy Meditations, as may tend to the 
7mprovement of my Spiritual State; go in and out with me,and 
.be my merciful God, give me Grace in every thing to approve 
my ſelf thy Faithful Servant, chearfully performing every good 
Work that Thou wouldeſt have done, and. ſo paſſing thro” 
Things Temporal, that T may in thy due time, have a Portion 
in aGlorious Eternity. Theſe things, and whatever elſe Thou 
in thy infmite Wiſdom knowweſt moſt neceſſary for me, which 
either for my Tenorance I cannot or Unworthineſs dare not ask, 
uWuchlafe, Gracious God, to Grant me for the ſake, and Me- 
rits of my Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who has 
Tavzht me thus to pray, Our Father, g9c. 


A Prayer to be added on Sunday-Morning. 


\ Fly and Eternal God, be pleaſed to accept of my hum- 

ble thimbs for giving me the hopes of ſpending anther 

L's Day in thy more immediate ſervice. Pardon I beſeech 

the all the Sins and Miſcatriages of the Week, and my Life 
p1t.Grant me Grace to beep this day in a Religious and devout 

manner, in (me meaſure proportionable to the Holineſs of it, 
and the ret Benefits we commemwate in our Lord Jeſus's 
| glorious 
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' glorious ' Reſurrefion , whereby he compleated the mercifid 
work of our Redemption.” That I may lay afide all wain 
and worldly Thoughts, that 1 may riſe from the grave of Sin 
to the Life of Righteouſneſs ; adoring thy Perfetions, admi- 
ring thy Mercies, and purſuing 'the intereſt of thy eternal 
Kingdom. Grant thy Bleſſing and gracious influence may be 
with all Chriſtian Aſſemblies that meet to ſerve theethis Day : 
more eſpecially that wherewith I am to joyn, that with pure 
Hearts, and inflamed 4ffefims we may worſhip and Adore 
thee our good and merciful God, Grant that our fins may not 
hang as Clouds between Heaven and us, to hinder the effeFu- 
al aſcending of our Prayers, or the deſcending of thy Bleſſings 
on us and our ſervice. Eſpecially Tpray a gracious Aſfiſtance 
may be granted our Miniſter in a faithful, and | —_— 
diſcharge of the ſeveral parts of his Holy Office. Put all our 
Souls into a due frame, and diligent attention in all the parts 
of our Publick Duty ; ſo that thy Name may be truly glorified, 
thy Church edify d, and our Scads nouriſh'd with the ſaving 
Truth of the Chriſtian Do&rine, built up in an Holy Faith, 
Humble Hope and Charity, on the Rock of our Salvation, and 
evermore influenced with the refreſhing Graces, and Bleſſings 
of thy Holy Spirit, till we come to be Tranſlated to heep an 
eternal Sabbath in the Kingdom of our glorified Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 


An Evening-Ptayer. 


Eternal and moſt Holy God, I humbly beſeech thee 

look down with the Eye of Mercy and Compaſſion upon 

me thy polluted Creature, who am not worthy to look up to 
Heaven, or to make my approaches to thy Glorious Majeſty, 
whom I have grievouſly offended by my ſo of ten repeated Sins 
and Follies. Again$t the tender Motions of thy Holy Spirit ; 
againſt the ſerious Checks 4 my own Conſcience; againſt my 
former Reſolutions ; againſt the gracious Offers of Mercy, and 
terrible Threats of Fudgments, have I perverſly broken thy 
Holy Laws : So that if thou fhould'ſt be ſevere to mark 
what I have done amiſs, how am I able to appear before 
thee ! But O thou preſerver of Men, with thee there is mer- 
' Oy, that thou may'/t be fear d : I humbly profirate my = 
| before 
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"before thee, begging for thine infinite Compaſſim, for the 
great Merits and Sufferings of thy dear Son our Lord eſus 
Chris, that thou would'ſt-not enter into." Judgment with thy 
Servant, of be ſevere in puniſhing as I deſerve. In mercy to 

-2uy poor Soul raiſe in me a due ſight and Jaſco my Sins, 

hearty contrition and godly ſorrow, holy and ſtedfaſt purpoſes 
- of amendment, that 1 may give a bill of divorce to all my 
corrupt and darling Aﬀetions, that I may never more be at 
 &#n agreement with any thing that _ ſhall have the leaſt-ten- 
ency to deprive me of the Love and Favour of thee my g1aci- 
- ous God, Let the Strength. and Power of thy Divine Grace 
be manifeſted in my weakneſs. And whereever by my Na- 
ture, habit of Living, Company, or Buſmeſs, I am moſt 11- 
able to Temptations and danger, there be pleas d to ſtrengthen 
me in doubling my care and watchfulneſs : There grant 
me the molt Chriſtian Courage j, and thy ſpecial Aid. 
Raiſe my Affeftions to ſpiritual Objes, that I may im- 
prove #he remaining Portion.of my Life with all poſſuble care 
nd diligence for the making my Calling and Ele&tion ſure. 

That I may 'on no account diſtruſt thy Mercy, defer my Re- 
pentance, or depend on any vain confidence, but be continual- 
ly working out . my Saluation with Fear and Trembling, 
— I may be jit to die, when thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call 

We, 

T humbly pray, that the mercies of thy Goſpel may be as 
* extenſrue as thy Providence : That all ' the Nations of the 

World may be brought to the ſaving Knowledge of thy Truth ; 

end that 'all-who call on thy Name may depart from Iniqui- 
#y. Unite all the Members of thy Church in ſoundneſs of 
Dodrine, HlineJs of Life, and Brotherly Love. Eſpecially, 
bleſs with the Dew of thy Heavenly Grace this part of thy 
Church whererf T am an unworthy Member, heal our Breaches, 
and make up all our Diviſions, aud unite us with one heart 
and mind to. ſerve thee the Living God. Grant thy watch- 
fal Providence may evermore defend the Sacred Perſon of 
our King again$t all Conſpiracies and Treaſons, enlighten Dim 
with thy Grace, and Confirm him in thy Goodneſs, that 
thy Glwy,. the hmour of Religion, encouragement of Pi- 
ety, Vorenue and Learning, the Peace and Happineſs of his 

Peg 
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People may evermore be hu aim; and after a long and happy 
Reign, Crown him with Immartal Happineſs. Blefs all 
thiſe in- Authority under him #t- Church and State, in the 
Religious, Conſcientious, and _—_ diſcharge of their 
Duties. "Bleſs 'aW Ranks and Conditions of Mankind, Hat 
they may tree in thy Fear and die in thy Favour. 5 \ 
In \Mercy. loch, down upon all the Sons and Danghters of 
AfFtidtion, thon bnoweft the Wants and Neceſſities: of all Peo- 
ple,” and thou art a God All-ſufficient, I beſeech thee-admini- 
ter unto every 'one as Thou in thy Divine Wiſdom knoweſt 
beft, and mraſ} expedient for them, and grant that all thy 
fatherly Chaſtifements may tend to the welfare, and Salva- 
tion of their Souls. © "DICH 
Bleſs and rewird all my Relations, Friends and: Benefa- 
Hors, and grant that my ways may be ſo pleaſing to Thee, 
that even my Enemres may be at peace with me; however in 
mercy forgive'them. And now Lord, accept of my unfeigned 
Thanks for the Mercies of this Day, and all my Life paſt, 
who notwithſtanding my unworthineſ$ ha#l hitherto. been jo 
patient toward me, that when-thon mightſt have long ſmce 
Juſtly conſumed me, thou haſt not ſo much as. withdrawn thy 


goodneſs, nor puniſhed my great abuſe of theſe 'Earthly Bleſ- 


fings, by taking them from me. In much Mercy continue thy 
F:uvour  ahd: Loving-hinaneſs towards me, and. increafe- my 
Love and Obedience, Take me into thy merciful Care and 
Protedion this Night and evermore, deliver me from the evil 
Suggeſtions of Satan, from the Deceits and Violence of Wicked 
Men, from all frightful Dreams and Snares of Darkneſs ; 
Make my Sleep comfortable, and refreſhing to me, and bleſs 
my Soul, whenever I awake, with pious Meditations, that 


thro thy Mercy I may be raiſed in the Morning the better en- 


abled to ſerve thee in my Calling and Entployment in Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, All which T humbly beg for the Sake and 
Mediation of thy dearly beloved Som my bleſſed Loyd and Savi- 
our Feſus Chrift, in whoſe All-prevailing Name and Words, 1 
conclude theſe my initerfe Prayers. Our Father, Oc. 
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A Prayer to be added. on Sunday-Eyening. 


A Ccept alſs O Lord our humble and hearty Thanks, not 

N only for our Preſervation this Day, but the bleſſed oppor- 
Funity we have had in it ;, of aſſembling our ſelves before thee 
in the publick Ordinances of thy Church ; for the advantages 
we have there Enjoyed of making ſolemn confeſſion of our Sins, 
and imploring thy Pardon, for the benefit of hearing thy Word, 
and the honour and joy of praiſing thy Name ; For our being 
allowed. ang. aſſiſted in our putting up our Supplications and 
Prayers, for our Spiritual and Temporal Wants, and making 
Tnterceſſions for ethers. Pardon, O Lord, the, Wanderings 
and coldneſ3.” of our publick, and private Devotions, and- our 
ſmall improvements under theſe Great Bleſſings thou haſt fa- 
vour d us with. Let the ſenſe o it make us mere careful $0 
profit under all that thou ſhalt hereafter wouchſafe us the re- 
:Furn of, and let the Impreſſions thy Holy Spirit has made on 
us this Day, grow every Day ſtronger upon us, and Ke us 
more firmly in thy Obedjence and Love, the reſt of the Week , 
that ſo every Chriſtian Sabbath we keep may make us flill 
fitter to be received into thy Eternal Reſt, Grant thu 0 

Lord, for the Sake of thy Son Chriſt Feſus, Amen, 


FINIS. 


Advertiſement. _ 
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